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ABSTRACT 

Picture is one of learning media usually used in learning process by students and 

teachers. This study discusses about the use of picture in learning writing 

descriptive. This study has two statements of problem they are how is the 

implementation of picture for writing descriptive achievement and how is the 

students descriptive writing after implementation of picture for writing 

descriptive achievement. The research setting is in SMP Islam Krembung and the 

research subject is 39 students in the seventh grade. There are two kinds of 

research Instruments, they are observation checklist, and students task. This 

study use qualitative method. From the research, the researcher found that the 

students writing skill is good and the use of picture is only as supporting media 

moreover it still need active role both from the teacher and the students for 

learning writing.  
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Gambar adalah salah satu media pembelajaran yang biasanya digunakan dalam 

proses belajar mengajar oleh guru dan murid. Pada penelitian ini mendiskusikan 

tentang kegunaan gambar pada pembelajaran menulis karangan deskriptiv. 

Penelitian ini mempunyai dua rumusan masalah yaitu bagaimana pengaruh 

gambar untuk menulis karangan deskriptiv pada saat pelaksanaan dan 

bagaiamana karangan descriptive murid-murid setelah pelaksanaan 

menggunakan gambar. Setting penelitian ini bertempat di SMP Islam Krembung 

dan subyeknya adalah 39 siswa di kelas tujuh. Ada dua jenis alat penelitian 

yaitu, ceklis dan tugas siswa. Penelitian ini menggunakan qualitative. 

Penggunaan gambar  hanya sebagai media pendukung terlebih lagi hal ini masih 

dibutuhkan peran aktif baik dari siswa maupun guru untuk pembelajaran 

menulis 

Kata Kunci : gambar, menulis, deskriptiv, tingkat 
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Introduction 

English is one of the international languages used all over the world. It is used 

both in oral and written communication. Among the four language skills taught 

in schools, writing is the most difficult skill to learn. According to Nunan (2003: 

88), writing is the mental work of inventing ideas, thinking about how to express 

them, and organizing them into statements and paragraphs that will be clear to a 

reader. It needs specialized skills that include the ability to express the 

researcher’s opinions or thoughts clearly and efficiently. It is clear that writing 

skill is important but in fact the teaching of writing is not successful yet. It could 

be seen from the learners’ performances in writing and their responses towards 

writing. 

The researcher found many problems about teaching writing in Junior High 

School, such as in writing a text. In the process of writing, sometimes the 

students got a problem. The students had difficulties to get ideas in written form. 

So, the writing achievement of the students was still low especially in writing 

descriptive text. Picture is as one kinds of media that have been employed in 

teaching writing, nevertheless it was still less to give interest to the students in 

teaching writing. The students felt that the picture was usually applied in many 

schools and it did not give the idea about what would they wrote continuously. 

For that reason, the researcher thought what they have to do to solve the problem 

above, like giving the most interesting media to teach writing and the students 

followed the lesson more easily. According to Ruis, Nuhung, dkk (2009: 2), 

media are the forms of communication either printed or audiovisual. Picture were 

as one of the media that will help the teacher to overcome this matter. For 

example, the students will be given sequence of picture to guide them to describe 

in making a descriptive text. The students supposed to start writing the 

identification and description of the text based on these picture. The picture is 

more colorful and interesting for the students to give many ideas to write 

continuously. So, they could make a good descriptive text more easily and the 

writing achievement of the students in writing descriptive text will increase. 
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REVIEW OF RELATED STUDY 

Description is a form of writing that describes person, thing or certain 

place (Depdiknas, 2004:52). Description gives sense impressions the feel, 

sound, taste, smell and look of things. Emotions may be described too, 

feelings such as happiness, loneliness, fear, joy and gloom. Description helps 

the reader through his/her imagination, to visualize a scene or a person or to 

understand a sensation or an emotion. 

According to Depdiknas (2004:52) the components of descriptive text 

are: 

1. Generic Structure 

 Identification 

Identifies thing, person or something to be described. 

 

 Description 

It describe the characteristics of thing, person or place. This 

description only gives information about particular thing or person 

that to be described. 

2. Language Features 

 Using Specific Nouns 

In descriptive text, the researchers have to use a specific noun that 

will be described. Such as cat, dog, house, teacher, etc. 

 Using Simple Present Tense 

In descriptive test, the writers have to use simple present tense in 

describing thing, place and person. 

 Using Detailed Noun Phrase 

It is used to give information about subject. For example, a sweet 

young lady. 

 Using Many Kinds of Adjectives 
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Adjectives are used in descriptive text to describe, give number and 

classify an object. For example, two strong legs, sharp white fangs, 

etc. 

 Using Relating Verbs 

Relating verbs is used to give information about subject, such as, 

my mom is really cool, it has very thick fur, etc. 

 Using Thinking Verbs and Feeling Verbs 

They are used to express the researchers point of view about 

subject. For example, police believe the suspect is armed, I think it 

is a clever animal, etc. 

 Using Action Verb 

For example, our new puppy bites our shoes, etc. It is important to 

tell the condition clearly. 

 Using Adverbials 

It is used to give the additional information in order to make the 

text more clear to be understood. For example, fast, at the tree 

house, etc. 

 Using Figurative Language 

It is used figurative language such as simile, metaphor, for 

example, John is white as chalk, sat tight, etc. 

 

Picture is one kind of media that is used in teaching learning 

process. Teachers often use pictures whether drawn, taken from books, 

newspapers, magazines, or photographed to facilitate learning. Picture 

is one of the appropriate media to teach descriptive writing. In this 

case, the teacher uses pictures to motivate students to express their 

ideas in the form of description text. 

Pictures can help teachers in reaching instructional objective, 

because pictures are easy and cheap. Then, students experience and 

concept become wider, clearer, and more concrete in their imagination. 
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Moreover, the beneficial of using pictures is that it can give 

explanation about information, message opinion, without using more 

verbal language but pictures can more impression. 

Picture is one of media that is used in the teaching learning 

process and has many advantages. Those advantages are described as 

follow: 

1. Pictures are Economical 

Pictures are economical because they can be found 

anywhere and they are usually cheap and ready available resource 

(Rohani, 1997:76) 

2. Pictures are Interesting 

Pictures will often create unusual interest as a substitute for 

words (Finocchiarro, 1974:266). Therefore, they can make the 

students interested in the material. Students will feel happy and no 

longer afraid of lesson especially English. 

3. Pictures are Practical 

Pictures are practical because they can give a clear concept 

to the students of what a word may mean (Szyke, 1981:46) 

4. Pictures Realistic 

Pictures are realistic because pictures can bring students 

into real life situation (Ernestova, 1981:5). Therefore, by using 

pictures students can understand the meaning of a word better. 

 

O’Malley and Pierce (1996:136) supports that writing skill is a 

personal act in which writer takes ideas or prompt and transform them 

into “self-initiative” topic. In other words, writer will draw something 

based on his/her background knowledge and complex mental process 

in developing new insight. Hedge (2000:302) adds that writing skill is 

a complex process which is not easy and nor spontaneous for many 

second language writers. In the process of writing, Hedge explains that 



JournE 
Volume 3 Number 2 

English Education Study Program 
 

180 
 

includes several activities namely; setting goal, generating idea, 

organizing information, selecting appropriate language, making a draft, 

reading and reviewing it, revising, and editing. Thus, in writing one 

should engage in some activities in order to get good writing. Robinson 

(2001:2) emphasizes the ideas that writing skill is the representation of 

language in a textual medium through the use of a set of signs or 

symbols. Then, the set of signs of symbols is also known as writing 

system. Through writing, any messages in the forms of words, phrases, 

sentences, paragraphs, or essays can be conveyed textually. 

Writing is hard enough and needs long process. It is supported 

by White and Arndt (in Nunan, 1999:173) who state that writing is a 

complex, cognitive process that requires sustained intellectual effort 

over a considerable period of time. Students need to consider some 

steps in making a good writing before they get the final product. Hogue 

(2003:255) devides the steps of writing into four. 

The steps are: 

1. Creating 

The first steps in the writing process is to choose a topic 

and collect information about it. This step is often called pre-

writing because the researcher does the step before writing. 

2. Organizing 

The next step in the writing is organizing ideas. Many 

writers do this by making an outline. Making an outline forces 

them to put their ideas into logical order. 

3. Writing 

After organizing ideas, the next step is to begin writing the 

first copy is called the first draft or rough draft. Rough means not 

smooth. This draft still needs to be revised. 

4. Polishing 
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The final step in the writing process is to polish what the 

researchers have written. This step is called revising and editing, 

polishing is most successful if the researchers do it in two stages. 

First, attack the big issues of content and organization (revising). 

Then work on the smaller issues of grammar. 

 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

Based on the problem and objective of the study, the researcher 

consider this study as a descriptive qualitative study because the researcher 

describe the class activities during the teacher learning process and also 

analyse this study’s writing. The class activities include the teacher and 

students activities during the teaching learning process. The researcher 

describe the teaching learning process and the students activities when they 

wrote descriptive text, their respons to the material, etc. 

The subject of the study, the first grade students of junior high 

school of SMP Islam Krembung. They were VII-G. They also have been 

thaught descriptive text in the sixth grade at elementary school. Therefore, 

descriptive text was not something new for them because they have already 

got the material before. 

Observation checklist 

Observation checklist was used to find out the phenomena dealing 

with the implementation of picture for writing descriptive in 

teaching writing descriptive. The phenomena observed were 

including the points about the teacher’s activity, the students 

activity, teaching and learning process, material, and media. 

Writing task 

 Writing task was a method to measure the students abilities on their 

writing descriptive, after the implementation of picture for writing 

descriptive as well as is expected to help students improve their 
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writing in writing descriptive text which included the students 

content, organization, vocabulary, language use, and mechanism. 

In conducting study, the technique used in collecting the data 

needed is by two ways. They are through the observation checklist 

in teaching-learning process, and students writing task through 

descriptive text. 

 

1) Observation 

The data was collected through non-participan to observation, that 

was the researcher only observed the process of teaching and learning in 

order for the teaching and learning activities went naturally by using 

observation checklist. On the other hand, the researcher not only observed 

but also recorded the whole writing activities and phenomena, when the 

picture was implemented as the media in teaching writing descriptive. 

2) Writing task 

To obtain the related data to teaching writing descriptive through 

picture, the writing task of the students was taken to find out their writing 

ability, since the implementation of picture and was expected to them 

make up their writing descriptive based on its generic structure and 

language feature. For the students writing, there were eleven short pictures 

implementations with different topics which was done in once meeting. 

One meeting they were asked to writing descriptive text after given the 

pictures.  

Data analysis is one of the ways that is used to analyze the data 

related with the research questions that had been presented, so it can be 

used to find the conclusion. 

 

Data on Observation Checklist 

 All data collected from the observation checklist, and students 

performance were analyzed based on the observations that have already 
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done.it means that the data were information collected through the 

observation during teacher and students when the teaching-learning of 

writing descriptive through picture is conducted. 

Data on Students Result 

 As stated before, the students writing assignment was used to know wheter 

the students were the able to create a proper descriptive composition using 

picture as alternative material or not. The researcher would analyze the 

result based on the element of writing. Based on ESL composition profile 

by Jacobet al (1981:30) explains about assessment criteria of writing in 

ESL. They are content, organization, vocabulary, language use, and 

mechanism. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

In this result of research, the researcher used two kinds of instrument which 

are observation checklist, and students task. 

1) Meeting 1 

The first meeting was held on September 16th 2014. It was on 

Tuesday and the class began at 07.00 a.m. when the teacher and 

the researcher entered the class, the students were not ready to 

get the lesson. The condition of the class was not good, there 

were a lot of dish and they did the other homework. The teacher 

asked the students to put the book inside their bag and started the 

class by greeting them cheerfully and introduced the researcher 

to the students. He told them there was a research would be 

conducted in their class and he asked the students to build a good 

team work so that the objectives of the study will be achieved. 

Then, the teacher checked the attendance list, there were 40 

students. 

The teacher gave the brainstorming to the students related 

to the topic which they were going to learn at that time. The topic 
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was descriptive text, the teacher asked several questions which 

could activate their prior knowledge. He showed the students 

several interesting pictures and asked them about their favorite 

picture. The teacher tried to to stimulate students motivation in 

teaching learning process so that they can be so active in the 

class. 

 After giving the brainstorming to the students, teacher 

retold them about the nature of descriptive text. Then, he 

continued the teaching learning process by explaining the generic 

structure and language features of descriptive text. Most of 

students were so active, so the class rather noisy. They had their 

own opinion which they wanted to share with others. Fortunately, 

the teacher could handle the class. So, the situation were 

conductive and under controlled. Then, the teacher discussed the 

generic structure of descriptive text with his students and gave 

them the explanation about it. He continued to explain about the 

language features of descriptive text. 

 Then the teacher gave some pictures and the description to 

the students    which was used to be discussed by the students in 

order to know wheter the students had already understood about 

the generic structure and language features of descriptive text or 

not. The teacher asked the students to read the passage and 

identify its generic structure and language features. The students 

made their own groups without made any noisy and they seemed 

to be challenged by the teacher. They were enthusiastic while the 

teacher discussed the material after they had finished read the 

passage and asked the students to be a volunteer as the 

representative of his/her group to answer the question from the 

teacher. The reinforced from the teacher involves their 

motivation; he appreciated every students opinion and respond. 
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 After finishing the discussion section, the teacher asked the 

students to make a descriptive text. But first of all he thaught the 

students how to make the outline of descriptive text. The teacher 

gave them 15 minutes to make the outline of their works. He 

helped the students while the students get difficulties. The 

teacher walked around the class and watched closely to the 

students. When the 15 minutes were up, derectly he asked them 

to develop the outline into a good description. The rest time is 

about 30 minutes, most students felt confused and felt in hurry. 

Feeling afraid they could finish their work. But the teacher 

supported them, made them sure they could do that. 

 The situation in the class was so calm, the students focused 

on their work, the noisy they made when they asked each other 

about the vocabularies and other information. They felt difficult 

in construct a good product of writing. They asked the teacher 

too when they got any difficulties in making a sentence, 

vocabularies. Some of them have no idea even they had made 

their own outline. The teacher helped them by giving information 

about the picture. When the time was up, the teacher asked the 

students to submit their work in front of the class. The students 

And the first observation for the first meeting was ended. 

2) Meeting 2 

 

The researcher did the second observation on September 

18th 2014. They were very ready with the English lesson, so that 

the researcher noticed that most of students had prepared all their 

stuff related to English lesson, such as English dictionary, 

workbook, textbook, etc. 

 The teacher looked so satisfied with his students because of 

those conditions. He start to great his students and then checked 

the attendance list. Everybody came to the class, so that the 
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number of students at that time was still 39 students. Before 

continuing the lesson, the teacher asked them the previous lesson 

that had studied. It was done to check students understanding 

about material given. 

 After giving correction to the students error, the teacher 

continued to tell the students that they were going to watch the 

pictures to show them the example of descriptive text in the 

class. Then, the teacher give them the pictures. The teacher ask 

the students to make a descriptive text by using the pictures. The 

teacher give them twenty minutes to write their  descriptive text. 

The students start writing their work and the teacher helped when 

the students had difficulties in a vocabulary. After finish writing 

the descriptive text by using pictures, the teacher asked the 

students to collected their work and the teacher would correct in 

order to know the students writing ability. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




