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Abstrak 
The purposes of conducting this study are to describe the implementation of crossword 

puzzles with the vocabulary learning procces. English lesson can be very boring for the 

students. It is because most of teacher are still using the old method in teaching 

english.the students interest in English influences the teaching learning proccees. The 

alternative way in teaching vocabulary is through crossword puzzles. The researcher 

believes that crossword puzzles can be good medium to avoid students boredom. By 

using crossword puzzle in teaching english, it will make the the students feel happy and 

motivated.meanwhile using crossword puzzles ass the medium in teaching vocabulary 

can provide meaningful context, that can introduce  to the new vocabulary to the students 

easily.In this case the writter use the qualitative method. In the meeting the students were 

given a crossword puzzles test to analyze the students vocabulary level. After the test, the 

researcher gives each team a questionnaire to make a response from the students about 

teaching vocabulary in crossword puzzles. 
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Abstrak 

 

Tujuan melakukan penelitian ini adalah untuk menggambarkan pelaksanaan teka-teki 

silang dalam proses kosakata belajar mengajar . Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris bisa sangat 

membosankan bagi siswa . Hal ini karena sebagian besar guru masih menggunakan 

metode lama dalam mengajar bahasa Inggris. Minat siswa dalam bahasa Inggris 

mempengaruhi proses belajar mengajar . Cara alternatif dalam pengajaran kosakata 

adalah melalui teka-teki silang . Peneliti percaya bahwa teka-teki silang dapat menjadi 

media yang baik untuk menghindari  kebosanan siswa . Dengan menggunakan teka-teki 

silang dalam mengajar bahasa Inggris , itu akan membuat siswa merasa senang dan 

bersemangat . Sementara itu  menggunakan teka-teki silang sebagai media dalam 

pengajaran kosakata dapat memberikan konteks yang bermakna , yang dapat 

memperkenalkan kosakata baru yg mudah kepada siswa. Dalam penelitian ini peneliti 

menggunakan metode kualitatif . Dalam pertemuan tersebut para siswa diberi tes teka-

teki silang untuk menganalisis tingkat kosakata siswa . Setelah tes, peneliti memberikan 

masing-masing tim kuesioner untuk membuat tanggapan dari siswa tentang pengajaran 

kosa kata dalam teka-teki silang . 

Kata Kunci : Teka Teki Silang, Pengajaran Kosakata 

  

Background 

 English is very important, because it is an international language. 

English has spread all over the world. Because of that, English is taught in the 
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schools of many countries, including Indonesia. In Indonesia, English has been 

taught to the students of Junior High School long time ago. Recently, English is 

also taught to the students of Kindergarten and Elementary School.  

The teaching English language consists of two parts; they are language 

skills and language components. Language skills are listening, speaking, reading 

and writing while language components are sounds, grammar, meaning or 

vocabulary.               

vocabulary it is as one of the language components has to be given to the  

learners as basic for studying English. According to Napa (1991 : 6), vocabulary 

is one of the components of language and there are no languages that exist without 

words. 

One of the important factors in introducing vocabulary is the technique. 

The students’ success in learning activity usually depends on the techniques used 

in introducing vocabulary. In teaching and presenting vocabulary the teacher 

should be creative in choosing material in order to be able to stimulate the 

students’ interest. Consequently, the teacher needs to create some techniques to 

support the teaching learning process. 

To improve the quality of English vocabulary, an observation relating to 

the teaching technique is necessarily conducted. This study is conducted to find 

out the information about the techniques used in introducing vocabulary for the 

eleventh grade students of SMA Antartika Sidoarjo. By knowing and using those 

techniques, both the teacher and the learners will get some advantages to develop 

the teaching and learning process. 

Further, Wallace (in Nurrofi’ah, 2002: 11) argues that vocabulary is one 

of the important parts of languages, because if we speak language, we need 

several words to convey our ideas. He also mentions two of the importance of 

vocabulary, that is: 

1) Language exists in two forms; the spoken and written both of them need 

vocabulary to develop the existence of it. 
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2) Actually, vocabulary is one of the important components of the four 

language skills.  

According to Doff (1988: 138), “Teaching is a three – way relationship 

between the teachers, the materials he or she is using (e.g. the text book), and 

the student’s”. Them, one of the purpose in introduction is to make the students 

able to use language skills like listening, speaking, reading, and writing, 

Taringan (in Nurrofi’ah, 2002: 12) stated there are many of rules of vocabulary 

in language. 

They are: 

1) Quantity and quality of some one’s vocabulary is a better individual index 

for his or her mend al development in which, the quality of someone 

language ability depends on quality and quality of vocabulary that she or he 

has. 

2) Development of vocabulary is the conceptual development is which one of 

educational goals for every one in order to master their language 

competence. 

 

Finding and Discussion 

Crossword puzzle has been used in the learning activity, and its more 

interesting to learn English so the students have many variety to study 

vocabulary. There are some ways in which we can help the learner understand 

the meaning of a word by using different approaches: 

1. Introduction vocabulary by using pictures 

(By showing an object or a cutout figure, gestures, performing and action) 

2. Introduction vocabulary by using pictures 

(By using photographs, blackboard drawing, illustrations cut from 

magazines or newspaper) 

3. Introduction vocabulary by using verbal explanation 
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(By using description, giving synonyms or opposites, by putting the word 

into acclaiming context, by translating). 

There are some ways to present vocabulary lesson it depends on the teacher’s 

activity. Doff (1994) stated that presenting new vocabulary involves : 

1. Showing the form of the word (how it is pronounced and spell). 

2. Showing the meaning of the word clearly and 

3. Giving students a chance to hear how the word is used. 

The vocabulary developed by using different techniques such as crossword 

puzzle, word games, letter and number game and completion (Napa, 1991). The 

purpose is, to make the materials more enjoyable, interesting and challenging. 

John Haycraft (1994: 93) stated that games are an agreeable way of getting a 

class to use its initiative in English. As they are gently competitive, they 

increase motivation, they also a contrast to periods of intensive study.  

a. Crossword Puzzle 

The teacher asks the students to fill the missing vowels to assist the students; 

one of the words is given and checks the word in the dictionary.  

b. Word Games 

The teacher asks the students to pair them in order to show that they 

synonymous. 

Example : Word in the circle  
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  Gambar 1. Word games dalam pengajaran vocavulary 

c. Numbers and Letter Games 

The teacher gives a list of letters that are numbered. Then ask the students to fill 

the numbers with the letters, which can simultaneously give the students the 

contrast word of the italic word in the sentence. 

Example: 

Number and Letter  

A b c d e f g h i j 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

K l m n o p q r s t 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

U v w x y z     

21 22 23 24 25 26     

Gambar 2. Numbers and Letter Games dalam pengajaran 

Vocabulary 

 

Sentence: 

Untie sweeps the floor with a .......... 

Answer: 2, 18, 15, 15, 13 

d. Completion  

The teacher asks the students to read the sentences carefully and fill the blank 

space in the sentence with the appropriate word in the brackets. 
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Example: Keep ................(talk – talking). I’m listening to you. 

When the writer observed how the crossword puzzle teach for 

vocabulary. It uses three tests. The first test is a crossword puzzle that has a 

everday wear clue. The second test is teach about synonyms and antonyms of 

a word. The third one is about finding twenty missing word in the puzzles. 

From the observation of the researcher, it means crossword puzzles for 

teaching vocabulary method is good way to do. 

 The disanvantage of this method is this method is doing by grup, it 

makes the situation of the class is not really well for concentration to learning 

something. And for the teacher it gives an extra job for preparing the 

crossword puzzles for the students, the teacher must search for another word 

to change the game every test.  

Tabel 1. Result of Students Test 

 

NO 

 

TEST 

CRITERIA OF SCORE  

STUDENTS EXCELLENT GOOD POOR VERY 

POOR 

1. Test 1 8 25 7  40 

2. Test 2 14 25 1 - 40 

3. Test 3 16 24 - - 40 

 

The result of the test shown that more than half of the class is in a good score. 

Only few students had a poor score, and none of them had very poor score. 

Tabel 2. Students Response in Questionnaire about Crossword Puzzle 

Techniques in Vocabulary 
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Number of 

question 

Students’ answer 

Option a Option b Option c 

1 - 10 30 

2 - 12 28 

3 8 25 7 

4 1 30 9 

5 1 22 17 

6 1 15 34 

7 4 32 4 

8 6 25 9 

9 3 23 24 

10 2 12 26 

11 1 17 22 

12 2 29 9 

13 5 28 7 

14 2 22 6 

15 4 24 22 

THE TOTAL STUDENTS IN CLASS 40 PEOPLE 

  

From the questionnaire result, mostly answers for the questionnaires are ‘B’. 

It means that students are interest in studying english in crossword puzzles. 

Discussion 

From the interview, the teacher used four techniques as follow:  

a) Games and fund activities  

b) Verbal explanation: role-plays, synonyms, and antonyms  

c) Repetition of the word  

d) Guessing the meaning  

 

From the test from students while the percentage activity in the classroom, 70% of 

the students were success in the first test, and the second meeting the percentage 

score 82,37% of students were success with “Crossword Puzzle”,  is very easy for 

their. From the questionnaire, from all the techniques that were used by the 

teacher, not all students like them. In fact, the techniques in which most of the 

students interested in “Crossword Puzzle”technique. Most of students seemed 
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very enthusiastic in this technique. Besides, they were active and motivated to 

learning English especially on vocabulary, although they often got difficulties 

and could not spell and pronounce the word correctly in repetition technique. 

From the data questionnaire, 81,5% of the students were interested in English 

course. It was appropriate with the observation result that students seemed 

very enthusiastic in techniques of teaching and learning English vocabulary 

process. From the data questionnaire, 81,5% of the students said that the 

teacher correct directly the student’s error or mistake in teaching vocabulary. 

The students’ error was common and it was process for the students in 

learning. 
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